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“The old “tabernacle stands erect in downtown: Heber City. It 
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A person, traveling Heber 
City’s Main Street, sees 
many interesting old struc- 
tures. But the most: im- 
pressive. one can be seen 
towering above all its sur- 
roundings. 

Set back behind a large 
spread of lawn stands the 
Wasatch Tabernacle. 

In 1861, the Mormon 
church had grown rapidly 
and the officials of the 
Church felt a ward in the city 
should be organized. Joseph 
S. Murdock was called to 
move his family up to Heber 
and become the first Bishop. 
He served until 1867 when 
President Brigham Young 
called him to go to southern 
Utah and raise cotton there. 
John Witt acted as bishop 
until Abram Hatch, a Lehi 
resident, was called and mov- 
ed to the valley. 

Abram Hatch was an able 
church leader for the Heber 
ward but he also had sound 
business and financial abili- 
ty. He established a com- 
munity store and strengthen- 
ed the church organization. 
More adequate roads were 
built and a-canal that 
benefited the people was con- 


1 " structed under his direction... 
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In 1872 and 1873 Bishop 
Hatch directed the building 
of a social hall on main 
street. It was used for town 
meetings, church services, 
dances and theatrical perfor- 
mances. 

In 1877 the area had grown 
so much that the church of- 
ficials decided to organize a 
stake. On July 14 and 15 in 
that year Elders John Taylor 
and Franklin D. Richards of 
the Council of the Twelve 
came to Heber to organize 
the new stake. 

Bishop Hatch was called as 
the new Stake President. 

The new stake extended in- 
to Summit County and 


covered all of Wasatch 
County. 
By 1887, the stake had 


grown considerably and 

“President Hatch saw the need 
for a new house or taber- 
nacle. He built the new struc- 
ture that year entirely with 
donated labor and materials. 
Cost was more $30,000. 

. The shingles on the tower 
of the building were cut from 
sheet metal. The red sand- 
stone was quarried by hand 
from the mountains east of 
Heber in Lake Creek. The 
floor was bleached with 
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‚home made soap. ‘Home 
made carpets were laid down 
the aisles. Coal oil lamps 
hung from the ceiling. Pot 
bellied stoves were warming 
in each corner. 

The building was ready for 
dedication on May 5, 1889. 
Elder Francis M. Lyman of 


the Council of the Twelve 


came for the dedication. 

The Wasatch Wave 
covered the event as follows: 
“The Stake House is finished 
and cleaned in beautiful style 
ready for dedication tomor- 
row. Conference visitors are 
expected to clean their feet 
before entering the building 
and leave their knives and 
pencils and: tobacco at 
home.” 

A bell was hung in the 
tower and rung each sunday 
morning at 9:30 to remind 
the saints of sunday school, 
and again at 1:30 in the after- 
noon to call them to sacra- 
ment meeting. It was also 
rung as a fire alarm or any 
other important  cir- 
cumstance that warranted a 
gathering of the people. For 
funerals the bell was very 
slowly tolled as the cortege 
approached the stake house. 

At the rear of thes building 


It is one of the most prominent structures in 
Heber. It has stood straight and tall through the 
many years since it was constructed. 

There aren’t many old buildings like this one still 
around, and when you enter into it, if you listen 


nd closely you can. still-hear the singing of the early” 


saints as they sang out praise to their god. 

Maybe the structure is a little dusty inside, but 
there is the ever present recognition, that those who 
settled here before were strong and sturdy men who 
knew how to build a building to last through the 
ages. 
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Heber Celebration plans set 


HEBER CITY (LRJ) No need to and far. Chuck Wagon Breakfasts speaker are planned to inspire 
80 beyond Main Street for Fourth have people lining up at 7 a.m. for atriotism and set the theme for. | 
of July activities. Annually, the inexpensive meals of Sausage, the day. Channel 5 plans to land 
presentations on the Heber eggs, pancakes, hashbrowns, its -helicopter in the open area 
Tabernacle grounds attract orange juice or milk. directly west of the court house 

atriots and celebrants from near The Flag Ceremony and the parking lot at about 10:30 à.m. and 
= 3 Re ern : gue will cover the event. 

From 9:30 to 11:00 the planned 
program of entertainment helps 
keep parents and children from 
wandering ‘too far and warms up 
the crowd for the 1 to 5 p.m. talent 
show and games periods when 
everyone gets a chance to showihis 
stuff and skills. NS 
( The Barbeque Beef Dinner 
į- satisfies the need for good food 
unless one has been munching at: : 
the booths where specialties will \ 
be sold all day. Mr. Clyde Muir 
indicates on his brochure that | 
prices for the dinner will-range 
from $3.50 to $2.50 to $1.50, so the 
entire’ family may be fed 
t reasonably. 

SURE ; x 7 Especial “pushed” for the 
Ben : is ; celebration are friendship, 
umm i ; mountain fresh air breezes, leafy, 
ET - ~ B : shade trees, soft and pliant grass, 
-Heber's 4th of at the Old Tabernacle, 3 


